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• European universal library and international research 

library:
– 10 million volumes

– 63,000 current periodicals

– 1.1 million E-Books

– 97,000 manuscripts

– 20,000 incunabula

• Areas of collection emphasis: 

Classical studies, history, music, Eastern Europe, 

Middle East and Far East

Bavarian State Library



• Bavarian rulers: interest in China and support of Jesuit 

missionaries

• early Chinese book list from 1618

• abolition of the Jesuit College in 1773 and secularization 

of monasteries in 1803

Chinese Collection –17th/18th century



• Karl Friedrich Neumann, Guangzhou 1830/31:

3,500 Chinese volumes

• Onorato Martucci's collection, 1851: 

2,700 volumes 

• Etienne Quatremère’s library, purchased in 1858: 

2,000 Chinese and Manchurian works

• Georg Reismüller, purchasing journey in 1929: 

18,500 volumes

Chinese Collection –19th/20th century



• 230,000 volumes and 3,000 manuscripts

• current acquisitions focus on the arts disciplines of 

pre-modern China

• holdings supplemented by literature on China in 

non-Chinese languages

Chinese Collection –Today 



• All titles of Chinese collection 

electronically catalogued in Chinese 

characters and Pinyin transcription

• accessible through online catalogues 

(OPAC, WorldCat), search engines 

etc.

Online catalogue



Re-cataloguing and full text digitisation of 

Chinese ancient books and manuscripts 

(2011-2015)

•financed by the German Research Foundation (DFG)

•11.000 volumes (dating from the 17th century and earlier) 

re-catalogued and fully digitised

•About 1 million digital images will be produced until the 

end of 2015.

Re-cataloguing and digitisation



Included:

• approx. 20 Song and Yuan dynasty printings

• more than 100 Ming dynasty printings 

• several thousand printed volumes dating from the first half of 

the Qing dynasty (before 1795) 

• printings of Western missionaries 

• approx. 50 Chinese manuscripts (incl. 3 scrolls from Dunhuang)

Re-cataloguing and digitisation
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First step: 

Restoration

Institute of Book and 

Manuscript 

Conservation (IBR) 

of the Bavarian State 

Library

Digitisation
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Second step:

Digitisation 
by the Munich Digitisation Center 

• Scan process

• Quality control of every single image

• Capturing of structural metadata

(table of contents)

Digitisation



Use of various digitisation 

techniques, depending on size 

and material

Digitisation
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• Long-term preservation: 
Leibniz Supercomputing Center (LRZ)

• Webaccess through: 
– Digital collections and online catalogue of the Bavarian State 

Library

– WorldCat

– Union Catalog of Chinese Rare Books 
(National Central Library, Taiwan)

– Virtual libraries 

– Search engines (Google etc.)

Long-term preservation and webaccess



http://eastasia.digital-collections.de

Digital East Asia Collections

http://eastasia.digital-collections.de/


• Website in German, English, Chinese

• Two search modes: 

systematic search and simple search

• Simple search scans both bibliographical data as 

well as tables of content 

• Use of zoom technology

Digital East Asia Collections

http://eastasia.digital-collections.de

http://eastasia.digital-collections.de/
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• All digitised images are freely accessible online 

(Images available as JPGs with 72 dpi. Free PDF 

download is possible. TIFs (300 dpi) can be provided 

e.g. for reproductions).

• The website also contains digitised versions of 

Chinese and Japanese printings from the 18th and 

19th century, created in the context of the Public-

Private-Partnership with Google.

Digital East Asia Collections

http://eastasia.digital-collections.de

http://eastasia.digital-collections.de/


• since 2007: more than 1 million copy-right free volumes 

(dating mostly from the 18th to the 19th centuries) have been 

digitised by Google

• among these: several thousand Chinese volumes and a 

significant number of Western titles on East Asia

Public-Private-Partnership with Google 
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Digitisation by Google

Google Digital Copy

Integration into the services 
of Google

Library Digital Copy

Integration into the services 
of the library



Two pillars:

– Inhouse digitisation (Munich Digitisation Center): 

manuscripts, incunabula, printings of the 16th century, all 

other old and valuable items 

– Public-Private-Partnership with Google: 

copy-right-free printings of the 17th, 18th and 19th century

Digitisation at the Bavarian State Library
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1.1 million digitised volumes:

Á950.000 digitised by Google 
(among these ca. 10,000 Chinese volumes dating 
from the 18th and the 19th century)

Á150.000 digitised by the Munich Digitisation Center 
(among these ca. 11,000 Chinese volumes dating 
from the 17th century and earlier)

Current figures (August 2014)



The majority of out-of-copyright Chinese 

printings (works published before 1875) of the 

Bavarian State Library will be fully digitised 

(ca. 25,000 volumes). 

→ One of Europe’s large ancient Chinese 

collections will be freely accessible online.
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By the end of 2015:



Thank you!
tabery@bsb-muenchen.de


